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The waste water from the factory damages local people. Sea temperature rises high above normal 
causing fish to swim away. The chemicals cause the sea to become acid water. There is no oxygen 
for the fish to breath, like the people. The people have skin diseases and respiratory problems. 
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Since the factory was established and the titanium waste water runs through the village, all 
the fish have left. The fishing village has no income. The fish are either dead or swam further 
out to sea where the dredgers fish them. Now, there are only jellyfish.
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Before the factory, people were so happy. They did not know about respiratory diseases. Now 
there is much suffering and people are filled with despair. It is very hot and people just breath 
in the fumes from the chemicals. It burns their skin. But they cannot move… this is their 
ancestral village. 
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The acid in the titanium runs out to the sea. It rises the temperature of the water. The fish 
breed in cold water so they have left. They go too far out to sea now so the artisanal fisher 
people cannot reach them.  

Daily the local people do not have enough to eat… maybe they can catch a fish once or 
twice per year but it is contaminated. They have small boats. We used to go out along the 
shore and try to fish only to catch jellyfish… so many, they would break out nets. We tried to 
fish at night using lights to catch the bottom feeders on the ocean floor. They are strange 
fish. We never used to eat them. But the lights attract the dredging boats. They see us as a 
nuance and a threat to report their illegal fishing methods. They harass us. So, we’ve given 
up on the lights too.  


